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This year’s Annual Dinner and Meeting were marked by    
grateful recognition of the many committed friends and        
advocates who have labored not only to dramatize the 
plight of the Grand River but also to improve its health 
and protections. 
 

About 60 members and guests were in attendance. In the 
spirit of the occasion, special signs and name tags were 
produced; a commemorative program written; and a     
special “birthday” cake, decorated with GREAT’s logo, 
enjoyed as dessert. 

Held at Daryl’s Downtown, the Annual Meeting began 
with the reading, by Board President Jonathan Hoover, 
of a letter written by GREAT’s second President, Marge 
Hanselman. Expressing regret for being unable to attend, 
Marge nonetheless set the tone for a landmark evening 
when she wrote, “How far GREAT has come in 20 years! 
The removal of the cap, the clean ups and navigation 
clearing, the growth of the membership and the trip  
participation, and the joining up with county and state 
wide conservation groups are wonderful in GREAT    
history.” 
 

She went on to write, “I remember all those early        

Members Recall Key People and Events Over 20 Years 
 

Focus of celebratory dinner and program: past and present leadership 

members…Nancy Lapinski, Barbara Anderson, Todd 
Zellar, Stan Zanger, John and Jodi Riggs.” Nancy     
Lapinski, who, Marge wrote, “always inspires me,” served 
as a trustee for 18 years. Nancy was present, along with 
Barb Anderson; both received applause from an         
appreciative crowd. 
 

The evening’s printed program also recognized the effort 
and vision it must have taken, in 1990, for those early   
leaders to start an advocacy group from scratch and      
generate a publicity campaign which would prevent       
established interests from constructing a road through  
fragile wetlands. They were the few who cared enough to 
meet, write letters and express their views in public       
forums. Yet their voices were heard and their actions led 
to the cancellation of the road project and the eventual 
founding of GREAT. In addition, their sense of outrage 
at what the Grand River had become was palpable. When 
world-famous canoeist Verlen Kruger led paddlers 
through Jackson County toward Lake Michigan in 1990, 
the polluted, trashy condition of the river was all too     
apparent. The very next year GREAT would begin a    
campaign of clean ups that has continued to this day. 
 

The program listed all of the Past Presidents; Jeff Jones, 
Marge Hanselman, Stan Zanger, Andy LaFaive, Chuck 
McKeown and Jim Seitz. Andy and Jim were present and 
recognized, along with former board members Rick 
Berry, Bill Bivens, Ken Dodge, and Betty Desbiens. 
 

Among the diverse group of attendees were many from 
area organizations that GREAT collaborates with, such as 
the Jackson County Conservation District, the Dahlem 
Nature Center and the Watershed Alliance. Aides to 
members of the Michigan Legislature were present, along 
with members of other paddling organizations.      
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In his Annual Report, President Hoover singled out two 
for their outstanding contributions to the success of       
Expedition 2010; Rivermaster Kathy Kulchinski, who   
organized and led teams which cleared brush and logs 
from the river; and chain-saw crew chief Jim Seitz, whose 
crews cut passages through deadfall blockages. Both 
Kathy and Jim served enthusiastically on the event’s    
Upper Grand River Committee. 
 

Lee Kettren, Carol Scott, and Bryon Ennis all retired 
from the board this year. Lee, a 2-year trustee, contrib-
uted    research on environmental issues. Carol, a 3-year 
trustee, served as Treasurer for the last two years. Bryon 
Ennis, a 9 year veteran, served in many capacities and 
fulfilled some vital functions along the way. For two years 
he was Vice President, as it happens, at a time when 
GREAT was   foundering. Bryon, more than any other, 
made sure that new leadership and direction were at-
tained. He has also served for many years as our out-
standing newsletter editor. His wife, Amy, served along-
side him as layout person; they were a very fortunate (for 
GREAT) pairing of  talents. 
 

Several new 2011 board members were elected or re-
elected for additional years; Debra Bucholtz, GREAT’s 
new Treasurer, Jack  Ripstra and Mary Lenardson. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bryon presented GREAT’s “Make It Happen” Award to 
two JROTC cadets; Colin Vandusen and Janette Blucher. 
These young people were in attendance representing 
their fellow Career Center cadets and they accepted the 
award, presented in honor of the “commitment and    
enthusiasm” so many cadets have demonstrated on river 
clean ups over the past several years. In addition, special 
mention was made of their commander, Lt. Col. Curt 
Lapham, who was instrumental in establishing this      
valuable JROTC involvement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aides to a number of Michigan State legislators, including         
Congressmen Walberg and Poleski and Senators       
Richardville and Nofs, were on hand to present Kenny, 
Jon and Jim with a special award. This award recognized 
GREAT for work done preparing for Expedition 2010 
and also for 20 years of service to the watershed. 
 

Jim then introduced the evening’s featured speaker,  
Charlie Parmelee, who served as Rivermaster for         
Expedition 2010. Charlie narrated the story of the 11 day 
adventure involving 54 paddlers who enjoyed         
(or endured) the river outing from Michigan Center to 
Grand Haven. He commented on selected photos taken 
by participants who, it seems, were greeted kindly and 
generously by a great many individuals and communities 
along the way. This enjoyable recounting was highly         
appropriate, considering GREAT’s fundamental contri-
butions to the success of the project. 
 

By 8:34 p.m., the evening’s festivities, recognitions and 
program were finished and the assembled gathering 
thanked for its attendance and contributions. It was a day 
to remember, honoring countless dedicated people who 
have given unselfishly of their time and talents, in the 
public spirit of conservation and preservation, and for the 
benefit of the Grand River. 

GREAT’s Treasurer, Carol Scott, is recognized by President Jon 
Hoover for her many years of service 

Bryon Ennis presented GREAT’s “Make It Happen” Award to two 
deserving JROTC cadets; Colin Vandusen and Janette Blucher 
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eventually with Nalco, and was transferred to Jackson in 2001. Now retired, he successfully combines his interests in      
kayaking, birding and photography. He is a published photographer and his work can be viewed at Bo-Kay Studio in 
the Art 634 Building. 
 
Kenny’s creativity has also resulted in a lifetime’s work as a professional clown, to the delight of children in both Texas 
and  Michigan. This is an avocation he has shared with Betty Kay Price, his wife of 41 years, and they have often 
worked parties as a clown duo. Betty Kay is well known, in her own right, as a local artist and her work is on display in 
their shared studio. Her talents include the face painting of children for special events. 
 
Kenny’s fellow board members and Jackson area environmentalists know him as an easy-going, gregarious man with a 
gift for story telling. Many have heard him describe how the Garden of Eden was actually located in Texas and that 
Texas A&M was founded so that Adam & Eve’s children could go to school and learn. He’s also fond of saying that it 
was a “day of infamy” when Alaska became a state, since there are those who claim that Texas is no longer the largest. 
Further, it is not unusual to hear about how, “y’all Yankees do things differently.” 
 
Some years back, a fellow employee at Nalco talked so enthusiastically about kayaking that Kenny decided to try it for 
himself. He enjoyed it so much he soon bought a kayak and then became interested in the activities of GREAT. After 
participating in one of GREAT’s paddles he showed up at a board meeting out of curiosity about the group and later 
agreed to serve as a trustee. His photos of paddles and other activities are now one of his many contributions to the 
organization. 
 
GREAT is not alone in benefiting from Kenny’s time and talents. He is a member of area groups such as the Jackson 
Watershed Alliance, the Dahlem Nature Center, the Ella Sharp Museum, and the Audubon Society. 
 
He has a Texan’s pride of place, to be sure, but has carried that with him to Michigan and takes issue with those     
residents who disparage Jackson. He works to achieve the mission of GREAT but can also be found advocating for 
improvements such as the Art Walk River Trail and a proposed downtown riverfront park. He expresses the hope that 
many more Jacksonians will come to appreciate and value the gift of the river and its watershed. 
 
 

 Kenny Price Assumes Board Chair 
 

Gregarious Texan shares his many talents with GREAT 

Left: Kenny 
Price and...  
 
Right: His  
alter ego; 
Bobo  

As of March 23rd this year 
GREAT attained new   
leadership in the person of 
Kenny Price, who has   
assumed the Board    
Presidency following a 
term as Vice President. A 
native of Texas, Kenny  
attended Southwestern 
Texas State University and 
gained experience as a 
sailor in the Coast Guard. 
His tour of sea rescue duty 
completed, Kenny found 
employment with a      
number of firms;  
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Few Today Remember One of Downtown Jackson’s 
Most Prominent Historic Features:  

The Holton Mill Pond  
 

Part II: The Devolution of the Mill Pond  
By Bryon Ennis 

By 1900, the population of businesses and residences in 
downtown Jackson was more than cheek to jowl with the 
river. Indeed, because the space above the river was          
unregulated, people built structures over it and dumped 
solid refuse into it to extend their property. Floods in the 
downtown area had become a common occurrence, and 
everybody who came within several blocks of the river 
was now offended by the odor and the obvious pollution 
of the water.  

By 1914 the state of the millpond and the river were so 
dire that the Jackson City Council ordered a study by the 
Ann Arbor firm of Hoad and Decker. The observations 
and the photos of this study still exist. The evaluation 
that we read  today was severe. “As a matter of plain fact, 
the river is grossly polluted to a distance of several miles 
below the city limits. The water is black and ill smelling, 
and the river bed is covered with sewage sludge in a state 
of putrefaction and decay. Heavy growths of filamentous 
water plants, encouraged by the presence of the sewage 
nearly choke the channel in places and tend still further 
to induce and hold sludge deposits.” (Hoad and Decker 
1914 Report)  
 

 

The recommendations of Hoad and Decker were to         
dismantle the Holton dam, drain the millpond, and      
reclaim the land on which the mill pond stood. The steam 
powered turbines at the Trail Street generating station 
were becoming less important as transmission lines from 
outside of Jackson now supplied most of the electric 
power needed by the city. But the steam generators still 
remained operative in case there was a disruption of the 
power lines into the city.  
 

For this reason a sufficient quantity of cooling water from 
the Grand River was still necessary. The 1914 study had 
suggested that the dam at Michigan Center could supply 
enough water for such emergencies, as long as it could 
reach Jackson within four hours.  
 

In order to facilitate this swift flow of water from Michigan   
Center, they recommended a concrete conduit be built all 
the way back to the convergence of the east and the west 
branches of the Grand River southeast of Jackson (near 
the US 127 South bridge today). To facilitate the flow of 
waste out of the city, a cement conduit was recommended 
to the northern city limits and further dredging and 
straightening of the river through Blackman Township 
would be necessary.  

By 1900, sixty-inch sewer mains still emptied raw sewage into the 
Grand at Trail Street. Photo courtesy of the City of Jackson 

Photograph taken for the Hoad and Decker assessment of the 
Grand River shows structures reaching over the river and       
supporting piers in the river. Photo courtesy of the City of Jackson 
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The Grand River in Jackson remained pretty much in this 
somewhat improved condition until America’s         
international dominance after World War II created a 
level of wealth and leisure among more of its citizens than 
had ever been experienced. With time on their hands, 
more citizens began looking for venues of recreation. 
Some visionaries began asking why rivers like the Grand 
could not be such a venue. The sciences had been       
improved to the point that we understood the sources of 
pollution and how to remedy them. Though the Clean 
Water Act of 1972, is often cited as the point at which we 
began to really clean up our rivers, environmentalists had 
long been agitating for such action. 

With the passing of the Clean Water Act of 1972, steady      
progress was made in the purity of the Grand River. This 
was both a blessing and a curse for Jackson. Now that the 
river was no longer offensive, it became an attractive     
nuisance, then a lethal playground. As the cap         
deteriorated, the safeguards that were originally built into 
it broke or were vandalized. In the 1990’s there was a rash 
of youth drownings. Though there had been pressure for 
some time to remove the cap, the city claimed no         
authority to act since it had been installed by the Federal 
Government, while the federal government believed it was 
a problem for local jurisdiction. Pressure continued from 
all sides including a group of local citizens who had 
founded an organization with the express purpose to    
dismantle the cap. They called themselves GREAT, the 
Grand River Environmental Action Team. These citizens 
among others, wrote, phoned and visited state and federal 
representatives seeking funding for the cap removal      
project, and pleaded with local authorities to allocate 
some     Continued on page 7 

Continued from page 4 
 
The city fathers acknowledged the validity of the study, 
but for two more decades, citizens endured the river’s 
offensive and dangerous pollution, unable to fund the 
recommended projects. Some efforts were made to     
remove substantial obstacles from the river and to restrict 
riparian land owners from further extending their       
properties. These measures reduced the frequency of 
flooding, but did nothing to mitigate the pollution. The 
various works projects initiated during the Great          
Depression finally provided necessary funding of the  
projects envisioned by the Hoad and Decker study.  
 

In fact the conduit project went even further than H and 
D’s recommendations by adding a cap over the river in 
the heart of the city.  
 

At the time it was believed severe pollution of the Grand 
river would be an permanent condition, so why not cover 
it, plus the cap would create a number of parking spaces 
for the increasingly popular automobile. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Among the projects executed during the mid 1930’s was a 
new Holton Dam which lowered the height of the water 
behind it allowing much of the land along the river to be 
reclaimed. Though Hoad and Decker had recommended 
that this land be turned into a city park in order to limit 
damage in the event of flooding upstream of the dam, 
most of the land was sold to private interests. By the mid 
1930’s the Trail Street steam generators had been fully 
decommissioned ending the need for any further cooling 
water. A new wastewater treatment plant was built north 
of Jackson in its present location and the flow of raw   
sewage into the river was mostly stopped. The cap was 
serving its function in the downtown, the river had been 
dredged and straightened north of town and flooding was 
no longer a chronic concern. 

Works Project Authority (WPA) workers deepen the trench for the 
Grand River under the newly completed North Street Bridge,   
November 4, 1936. Photo courtesy of the City of Jackson 

Site of the former Holton Dam reveals little trace of the structure 
that had created the mill pond for over 100 years. Photo courtesy of 

Michigan DNR 
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Paddlers Bundle Up for First Outing of the Season 

Above: Rivermaster Kathy  
Kulchinski prepares  

paddlers for their journey 

 
 
 
 
 

A number of intrepid boaters showed up for GREAT’s 
season opener on Sunday, April 17th, just south of      
Jackson at Ella Sharp Park. It wasn’t the best weather, 
but this early spring day had its charms. It was cloudy, 
windy and cold with a high of 43 degrees, but when the 
sun occasionally broke through, the view of river and 
trees was arresting. The wind was a factor, according to 
Rivermaster Kathy Kulchinski, but, “in our favor more 
often than against us.” 
 
Pushing off between noon and 1:00 pm, 31 paddlers 
made their way downstream, occasionally passing 
through logjams where chain saw crewmen had cut  
openings a few days previously. There was some        
excitement en route as 2 gentlemen fell out of a canoe 
while crossing over a submerged log. Another partially 
tipped her boat, enough to fill it with water and get her 
soaked through. Dry clothes were available, but declined 
by all, and they continued on to the finish line. 
 
Much more concerning was the fall of a tree over the 
river which narrowly missed a former board member, 
Rick Berry. Rick remembers hearing a loud “crack” as a 
tree trunk snapped in the wind. Down it came as Rick 
responded with several quick strokes of the paddle, 
avoiding the deadfall, but not the splash. This was just 
downstream of the South Street bridge. 
 
Kulchinski also noted there was a couple from Spring 
Arbor University taking part in order to get credit for 
their Ornithology class. It was hoped that cranes would 
be sighted, but unfortunately they were not. In addition, 
there was a family of three sisters, one from Jackson, one 
from Grand Ledge and one from Los Angeles, taking 
part. 
 
The group arrived at the CMS Energy parking ramp area 
and took out on schedule, about 3:00 p.m. The         
Rivermaster extends special thanks to Bill Kantor, Rod 
Monasmith, Bryon Ennis and Rick Berry for their     
efforts that day. 

Below: Spring Arbor  
students, Jacob Boone 

and Chelsea  
Fraser-Lee, enjoy a 

blustery day 

Left: Paddlers make their 
way from Ella Sharp Park 
toward CMS Energy, in 

downtown Jackson 
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Mary Lenardson brings a very strong “water” background 
to her new responsibilities on the GREAT board. For 21 
years she has been a chemist and lab supervisor at the  
Jackson Wastewater Treatment Plant on Lansing Ave., at 
R.A. Greene Park. In fact, many on the board first came to 
know Mary when she conducted a tour of the plant for 
GREAT members one year ago. 
 
On that occasion Mary introduced us to a wealth of       
interesting information, including the fact that the water 
released by the plant, into the Grand River, is cleaner than 
the Grand River itself. She explained the many stages of 
treatment encompassed by the plant with its various filters, 
processors and holding tanks and also confirmed that   
Jackson’s storm sewers and sanitary sewers have             
successfully been separated, so that, unlike in the “bad old 
days,” sewage is never released into the Grand River, even 
by accident. 
 
GREAT had further need for her assistance during last 
fall’s clean up in September. On that occasion she offered 
her knowledge of Greene Park to help us coordinate   
wash-up, bathroom and lunch services to the many        
volunteers. Many board members have come to know her 
as competent and professional; and we were happy when 
she agreed to serve. 

Continued from page 5 
 

funding to show the state and federal they were serious 
about the project. Finally in 2000, funding from all 
three levels of government was organized, and major         
improvements were made to physical structures of the 
river. Among them was the dismantling of the remnants 
of the Holton Dam that had been rebuilt in 1936. With 
its passage the last vestiges of the Holton Millpond were 
gone, and a century old feature of Jackson was no 
more. 

Newest Board Member   
Is Water Specialist 

The Holton Mill Pond  
Part II: The Devolution of the Mill Pond  

Continued from column 1 
 
Mary graduated from Albion College with a degree in     
biology and a chemistry minor. She worked for two 
years with the D.N.R. (now the D.E.Q.) at their         
environmental lab in Lansing. She has also been a lab 
worker for Snell Environmental Group and currently 
works part time for M.D.N.R. at the Enbridge Oil 
Spill’s Wildlife Resource Center in Marshall. 
 
Board service is nothing new for Mary, as she has been 
3 years on the Girl Scout Board of the Irish Hills   
Council.  
 
She’s a member of the Water Environmental         
Federation (W.E.F.), at both state and federal levels. 
She is currently serving as President of the Business and 
Professional Women of Michigan (B.P.W.), and is on 
the Jackson Community College Advisory Board for 
the Environmental Technician  Program. 
 
Mary has always felt protective of the Grand River,        
especially since beginning her work at the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant. Going back many years, she         
remembers some of GREAT’s founders in 1990. Now, 
she will have a chance to make her own contribution to 
the “protection and preservation” of the watershed; 
bringing her impressive expertise to board activities and  
deliberations. 
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Remaining Paddling Events 
 
 Sunday, June 12 -- 12 Noon 
 Stoney Lake 
 31 Herdale Place 
 Off N. Stony Lake Rd. near Napoleon, MI 
 
 Sunday, July 17 -- 12 Noon 
 North Branch Kalamazoo River 
 King Rd. to Hannah St., in Albion 
 
 Sunday, August 21 -- 12 Noon 
 South Kalamazoo River 
 Goose Lake Rd. to Twin Pines Campground 
 (Wheeler Rd., off Folks Rd.) 
 
 Saturday, September 10 -- 9 AM to 2 PM 
 Annual Grand River Clean-up 
 CMS Energy Band shell off Cooper St. in  
 Downtown Jackson. 
 Parking available in ramp. 
 Feel free to bring your own canoe, but no  
 kayaks. No need to reserve a boat as GREAT  
 canoes will be available. 
 Lunch provided Greene Park (Lansing Ave.) 
 
 Sunday, October 16 -- 12 Noon 
 Grand River 
 Joint Trip: GREAT hosts Dahlem Nature Center 
 Tompkins DNR access site 
 (Tompkins Rd., north of village) 
 to Baldwin County Park (Onondaga Rd.) 
 Picnic at park, afterwards; no charge 
 
 For more information, visit our website at: 
 http://www.great-mi.org 
 
 
Meet at Put-in locations at listed time. At the put-in, we 
create car pools for take-out placements. If needed, Call 
517 416-4234 to reserve a GREAT canoe/kayak. Outings 
cancelled due to weather will be posted on the home page 
and a phone message (call 517 416-4234). They will be 
postponed until the following weekend, same time and 
location. 

2011GREAT Board 
 
Kenny Price, President 
Don Nelson, Vice President 
Jim Seitz, Secretary 
Debra Bucholtz, Treasurer 
Kathy Kulchinski, Rivermaster 
Emily Curry, Recording Secretary 
Jonathan Hoover (Past President), Historian 
Jack Ripstra, Trustee 
Mary Lenardson, Trustee 
 
Special Assignments: 
 Louise Hefka, Publicity 
 Todd Zeller, River Consultant 
 Bill Kantor, Financial Statements 
 Jeff Grund, Tax Statements 

GREAT Newsletter 
Published quarterly by the  
Grand River Environmental Action Team 
 
GREAT 
P.O. Box 223 
Jackson, MI 49204 
 
grand@great-mi.org 
http://www.great.mi.org 
517.416.4234 
 
Editor: Jonathan Hoover 
(jonh141969@comcast.net) 
GREAT is a tax deductible 501c3 non-profit 
organization. 

 
William Beiswenger    Bo-Kay Studio Photography 
Kim Byerly  Emmons Service, Inc. 
Mark Kaczorowski Krupa's Boat Mart 
Charline MacCready TAC Manufacturing 
Patrick & Susan Riley 
Debbie Soldner 
Merlyn Thomas  
 

GREAT Welcomes the following First Time Members: 

http://www.great-mi.org/�

	Members Recall Key People and Events Over 20 Years
	Kenny Price Assumes Board Chair
	Gregarious Texan shares his many talents with GREAT
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