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Annual Meeting To Feature MDA Speaker
Focus: encouraging best agricultural practices for the environment and river quality
GREAT will host an expert
from the Michigan Department of Agriculture (MDA) at
its Annual Meeting this month
on Wednesday, March 21st.

Joe has a 1987 B.S. in Animal Science degree from MSU.
He has a wife and two children. They live on a small farm
in Owosso where he enjoys hunting, fishing, archery,
motorcycling, and helping his kids with their show pig
projects.

Joe Kelpinsky, Field Verifier
for the MDA’s Agriculture
Environmental Assurance
Program (MAEAP) will
explain Michigan’s latest efforts
to optimize farming practices
for the benefit of the
environment and our water
resources.

Along with residential, commercial, industrial, and
recreational activities in the Grand River watershed,
agriculture is a very important stakeholder in the ongoing
effort to improve water quality.

GREAT Annual Meeting
March 21, 2012

Last year Governor Snyder called for having 5,000
Michigan farms to be MAEAP verified by 2015.
Currently, 1,000 farms are so designated. The legislature
recently codified MAEAP into law. Michigan
Conservation Districts and other state agencies will
provide farmers with financial and technical assistance to
help them attain MAEAP verification. There is every
confidence that the verification process will be
compatible with sustainable farming operations.

Daryl’s Downtown Restaurant
151 W. Michigan Ave., Jackson

Light Meal 6:30 pm
Cost: $12 (pay at the door)
Meeting 7:00 pm (no charge)
Free dessert and coffee for all

Mr. Kelpinsky has been with the MDA since August of
2001. Prior to that his work was with the MSU Extension
program for ten years. The first five years were in
Genesee County, doing general agriculture work, with an
emphasis on field crop production. The last five were as
part of the state Area of Expertise Swine Team where Joe
worked closely with swine producers in the Michigan’s
Thumb region. During this time, he also had
responsibility for the AOE team’s environmental issues.

For Dinner Please RSVP at:
517 416-4234 or
grand@great-mi.org by
Monday, March 19
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GREAT Ponders Its Future
number, say to 160, the resulting waiting time for people
to launch and complete the paddle, would not be
tolerable and safety factors might suffer.
Secondly, GREAT is a small non-profit organization
with a volunteer board. There is no money to employ
staff, which means that all board members must share
the duties and responsibilities associated with our
activities. A board of 12 members carries a considerable
load, year to year.
It follows that GREAT must find ways to grow its
mission in ways other than to enlarge paddling
participation.
Current plans for the future involve an ongoing effort to
consolidate a parcel of land located on the Grand River,
some miles north of Parnall Rd. Once this is done,
GREAT land, which is on the western bank, will be
ready for development. Projects under consideration
include a canoe launch site, a nature trail or perhaps an
equipment storage building.

GREAT could not exist or thrive without the solid
support it receives, whether in the form of time or skills
contributed, donations, memberships and sponsorships.
In response to recent offers to help “grow” our mission,
the board has seen fit to form a committee. This group is
looking at ways to increase public appreciation of the
river as a vital local resource worth protecting and
defending.

If you have ideas to suggest, either for GREAT’s land or
for ways to grow our mission, please contact President
Kenny Price or any member of the board.

To review, GREAT engages in an annual clean-up of the
river, and conducts other smaller clean-up efforts. To
educate and inform our membership this quarterly newsletter is published.
The Annual Meeting informs our members of past
achievements, current problems and future projects, as
well as allowing and encouraging participation.

The 17th Annual Quiet Water Symposium

GREAT also spends much time and energy leading 6
paddles each year on area rivers and lakes. Canoes and
kayaks are offered to the public at no charge, on a
reservation system, river routes are scouted and cleared
in advance and plans are made for safe, enjoyable
outings. In addition, GREAT works hard to make the
river passable throughout Jackson County during boating
season.

Saturday, March 3, 2012
Cost: $10 for Adults, $5 for Students
(with ID), Under 12 Free
Location: Pavilion for Livestock and
Agricultural Education on the Campus of Michigan
State University, southwest corner of Farm Lane
and Mt. Hope Rd.
See www.quietwatersymposium for
more information

However, there does seem to be a general limit to the
number of people GREAT can accommodate on
paddles. Mainly, this is due to the time it takes to prepare
and launch many boating parties, perhaps 80 individuals;
accompany them on the river, and then help them
disembark at the take-out point. If we were to double that

Visit the GREAT booth while you are there!
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River Gage Continued
Money for operation will come from diverse sources
There is good news concerning the USGS Grand River
Gage, an important tool used frequently by GREAT and
many others. The instrument measures both river level
and rate of flow. These measurements are then uploaded
to the Internet, making them available to all interested
parties.

also CMS employees, can apply for
grants in return for
volunteer labor on
behalf of nonprofit
organizations.

MDOT, which currently funds operation of the gage, will
cease to do so after September 2012. However, officials
at the United States Geologic Survey (USGS) have agreed
to fund half of the annual operating costs of the gage,
amounting to $7,500. Jackson County Drain
Commissioner Geoff Snyder has worked out a plan for
contributions from the City of Jackson, Jackson County
and Blackman and Leoni Townships, totaling an
additional $6,500. That leaves only $1,000 unfunded.

Finally, GREAT
hopes to make its
own donation in
recognition of the
extensive use we
make of the river
gage and in order to play a meaningful role in securing its
continued operation.
Hopefully, enough of these ideas will "pan out" and the
river gage will be safe. Weather forecasters will continue
to be able to predict flooding. River data will be available
for many kinds of programs, such as Adopt-A-Stream.
GREAT will be especially happy, as we access the
information to clear the river and ensure safe paddles and
clean ups.

GREAT's Finance Committee has been proactive in
brainstorming plans to bridge the gap. A 3-year grant will
be sought from the Consumers Energy Foundation,
written and submitted by GREAT and its partners.
Secondly, the CMS Volunteer Investment Program (VIP)
may be utilized, whereby members of GREAT, who are

Reel Paddling Film Festival
Saturday, March 17, 2012
Michigan Theatre
124 N. Mechanic St., Jackson, MI
Show time: 11:00 am - 7:00 pm
Tickets: $12 in advance or $15 at the door
Hosted by Quiet World Sports - www.quietworldsports.com - 517 879-8981
Email: kayak@quietworldsports.com
3

“Gasland” Prompts National Controversy
Independent film alleges threats to human health, air, water

Drilling for
natural gas

Hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking,” is one method used to
recover natural gas. In this process wells are drilled to
force water and sand deep underground to cause veins or
cracks to occur within rock layers harboring oil and gas.
Materials like sand are included in the hydraulic mix to
prevent the veins from closing, once the water has been
removed.1 A mixture of materials is pumped out, including the targeted natural gas.2

property. Curious about the offer and the process, he
visited a nearby area where drilling was already underway.
He met families able to light their tap water on fire. He
met many who were suffering from various health issues.
A number feared that their well water had been
contaminated.
Fox then traveled to areas in the west where a boom in
natural gas drilling has been underway for the last decade.
Families he met there, in such states as Colorado,
Wyoming, Utah and Texas, told stories of contamination
of their air, wells or surface water and chronic health
problems. Some had gone to court and received
settlement monies from gas companies to replace affected
water supplies with potable water or water purification
kits.3

According to a website maintained by the American
Petroleum Institute, fracking is, “a proven and wellregulated technology.” It is further maintained that this
process will “increase our country’s energy security. . .
heat homes and power vehicles for generations to come.”
Further, “fracking has been used in more than one
million U.S. wells, and has safely produced more than
seven billion barrels of oil and 600 trillion cubic feet of
natural gas.”

During the 18-month filming of “Gasland” Fox
interviewed many scientists and bureaucrats, even
attending a Congressional hearing, in an attempt to understand the larger picture.

Considering the price of oil and the escalating global
competition for limited supplies, few would argue against
the policy of becoming more energy independent or the
mining of large amounts of natural gas trapped underground.

The film brings to light a number of unsettling facts. For
example, a great amount of water is needed to make up
the so-called “fracking fluid” for each well. In fact, the
EPA estimates that every year enough water is used in
these operations to supply “40 to 80 cities, each with a
population of 50,000.” This has raised concerns about
the fracking impact on water resources and possible
depletion of aquifers.

Yet, in stark contrast to A.P.I. assurances, a recent
documentary film directed by Pennsylvania native, Josh
Fox, has stirred controversy and raised health, safety and
pollution questions in regard to fracking.
In “Gasland”, (2010) Josh Fox narrates his personal
journey, beginning with an offer from a natural gas
company to pay $100,000 for drilling rights on his

In addition, the long list of additives used in the fracking
fluid contains chemicals toxic to humans and wildlife,
4

including many carcinogens. Even very small quantities of
some of these substances are capable of contaminating
millions of gallons of water.4

that the many rock layers between the mined layers and
the surface insure that ground water will not suffer
contamination.

When the natural gas is extracted, cancerous toxins,
fracking fluid and volatile organic compounds plus
methane, are released into the air during processing of
what is known as “flowback.” This venting of dangerous
gases adds air pollution to the list of public concerns.

In fact, every claim made in the movie “Gasland”, is
disputed by the oil and gas industry and Josh Fox has
been moved to post his own point-by-point rebuttal of
those criticisms.5
Committed environmentalists owe it to themselves to find
out the truth of these matters and the public deserves to
see these vital questions answered accurately and
satisfactorily, perhaps through the process of
congressional investigation (“Gasland” is available from
Netflix).

And what of the water used as fracking fluid? Typically
only 30–50% of the water is recovered from the well, and
it is highly toxic.5 Does this mean that potable water from
aquifers is being converted to toxic sludge at an increasing
rate? Is the price of recovering natural gas charged
directly against the nation’s fresh water supplies? The
question is worth asking.

Until there is complete transparency, we won’t know if
“Gasland” is a propagandistic attack on drilling
companies or a genuine red flag signifying a cavalier
disregard for public health, the environment and the
nation’s water supplies.

It is also disturbing that the Bush/Cheney Energy Bill of
2005 exempted natural gas drillers from the provisions of
the Safe Drinking Water Act. The film alleges that this
exemption, sometimes called the “Halliburton loophole,”
makes it difficult for public officials to investigate health
or pollution complaints. Critics say that it took the
Environmental Protection Agency “off the job.”

Currently, the issue is on boil in New York State, where
there is concern for protection of the water that is piped
to New York City and Philadelphia. In Michigan, a grassroots coalition, Don’t Frack Michigan, is circulating a
petition to ban the process within the state’s borders.7

According to the consumer rights advocacy group, Public
Citizen, “only 16 companies stand to significantly benefit
from this exemption from clean water laws.” Moreover,
these 16 spent more than $70 million lobbying Congress.6

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hydraulic_fracturing
http://energytomorrow.org/energy/hydraulic-fracturing?glid
3
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/gasland
4
http://www.earthworksaction.org/issues/detail/hydraulic_fracturing_101
5
http://www.gaslandthemovie.com/whats-fracking#faq
6
http://www.marcellus-shale.us/2005-Energy-Act.htm
7
http://www.michiganmessenger.com/47852/group-petitions-for-frackingban-in-michigan
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Nor is this a localized issue; there are wells or plans for
such wells in over 30 states.
Representatives of the oil and gas industry maintain that
their methods are safe, that wells are encased in steel and

A negative view of fracking from the Gasland website
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Price Joins JCCD Board

River Surveyed
Once again, this past January, it was time to hunt for
aquatic organisms in the Grand River watershed.
Why, you might ask, would volunteers venture out on a
blustery winter day, wearing waders and get into the river
with nets? The answer is simple. Insect surveys help to
establish the vitality of a river system. Measure the same
areas year after year, and you will compile data to show
what kinds of creatures are thriving and in what numbers.
Now I hear you asking who, but a crazy person, would
look for insects in January? Actually, there are insects,
such as Stonefly, that have more active life cycles in winter
and early spring. They have adapted themselves to the
cold, taking advantage of the absence of seasonal
predators and higher oxygen levels in the water. Stonefly
cannot live in polluted waterways, so their presence is a
good sign. Surveys are also made in the fall and spring of
each year.

Kenny Price has been elected to a board position with the
Jackson County Conservation District, strengthening a
long-standing relationship between GREAT and one of
its many environmental partners.

This activity is all part of the Adopt-A-Stream program,
operated by the Jackson County Conservation District,
with support from the Dahlem Center, the Watershed
Alliance, GREAT and others.

The JCCD, whose mission focuses on promoting “wise
land use decisions,” has worked closely with GREAT
over the past decade. Originally created by the state of
Michigan to combat dust bowl conditions, the
Conservation District now works, in part, to improve local
water quality. That goal is one which both organizations
can fully support.

For more information on how to volunteer or to see
actual data collected over the years, visit:
http://www.uppergrandriver.org/adopt-a-stream.php.

Cecilia Govrik, Watershed Project Manager for JCCD,
has written many grants over the last 5 years, which have
included GREAT as a partner. River clean-ups and local
water education have figured strongly in these grants,
which have been an important source of funding for
GREAT.
Price, who is active in many local groups, was already
participating in JCCD projects, such as the annual tree
sale, the Adopt-A-Stream program and roadside clean-up
of I-94. For administrator Lori Fitzgibbons, who
encouraged him to run, Kenny’s experience made him a
natural choice for board candidacy.
This past January Price was one of 4 candidates for 2
open board positions. JCCD board members are elected
by citizens of the county and the voting process
culminates during the Annual Meeting. A secret ballot
among attendees was conducted and the results were
announced the same night.
Two kinds of Stonefly appear in this close-up of a
collection tray (released unharmed afterwards)

As a board member, Kenny will work to promote
harmony between farmers and environmentalists. With
his easy-going charm and a background in animal
husbandry, this should prove an achievable goal.
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Two With Experience Join GREAT Board In February

Kurt LaFrance at Pictured Rocks National Lakeshore
Kurt LaFrance is an Electrical Engineer employed at
Consumers Energy and has served on the Board of the
Michigan Society of Professional Engineers for many
years.

Helen and Ken Burnett
Helen Burnett, an area activist with ties to the Falling
Waters Trail has become a GREAT trustee. She has
served as Board Secretary for Falling Waters for about 5
years, keeping the minutes and writing agendas for meetings.

The mission of this nonprofit group is outreach,
specifically geared toward junior-high students showing
ability in math. Engineering is promoted as a career and
scholarships are made available.

She worked at Foote Hospital, now Allegiance, for 33
years in a variety of roles, as a licensed Registered Nurse.
At times she gave patient care but cycled through many
other hospital jobs which required her training and
expertise. Her medical training will surely be an asset, if
ever needed, on GREAT paddles.

Kurt, who is 34, brings much-needed youth to an aging
board and is to be applauded for his public spiritedness.
His path to the board began with kayak lessons, taken
from Kathy Kulchinski at Quiet World Sports.
He bought his first kayak last summer and now owns two.
He uses the larger, more stable one for fishing. Kurt
participated in two of GREAT’s paddles last year and
decided to join our board when approached by
Kulchinski.

Now 57 and retired for 3 years, Helen’s path to board
membership began a few years ago when she and her
husband, Ken, took part in GREAT paddles. At first they
reserved kayaks but eventually purchased their own.

His education was at Michigan Tech, in Houghton, where
he earned both Bachelor's and Master’s degrees. An allaround outdoorsman, Kurt enjoyed the long winters and
abundant snowfall in northern Michigan. He also enjoys
backpacking, hiking and bicycling.

They also began to paddle on their own; on the Grand or
the Kalamazoo River or sometimes putting in at Concord
Mill Pond to paddle upstream. On some occasions they
were forced to portage around deadfall or return back to
their starting point. They also enjoy cycling and hiking.

Growing up in the Port Huron area, he spent a lot of time
outdoors, doing farm work and exploring the woods on
family land.

Helen and Ken have participated in annual clean ups,
demonstrating their commitment to GREAT’s mission.
Noting their enthusiasm, President Kenny Price asked
Helen to consider board membership last fall, and
recently, she made up her mind to serve.

Kurt is excited about the Grand River Arts Walk and
would like to see the paved trail extended along the river.
His outdoor skills and enthusiasm will make him a
definite asset to the GREAT board.

Helen believes in recycling and protecting the environment. On Earth Day she will have to choose which booth
to work at; GREAT’s or Falling Waters Trail.
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GREAT welcomes Helen Burnett as
our new newsletter editor to replace
Jonathan Hoover who will step down
in March of 2012.

Jackson Area Outdoor Coalition

Earth Day

Thank you Helen for volunteering to
help with this important task.

Festival
at
Sparks (Cascades) Foundation
Park in Jackson
Sunday April 22, 2012
1:00-4:00 pm
Enjoy booths and activities of
many local outdoor and
environmental organizations.




Free admission!
Hands on fun for the whole
family
Paddle GREAT’s boats in the
park’s lagoons.

For more information visit:
www.jacksonareaoutdoorcoalition.com

GREAT Board
GREAT Newsletter

Kenny Price, President
Don Nelson, Vice President
Jim Seitz, Secretary
Jack Ripstra, Treasurer
Kathy Kulchinski, Rivermaster
Emily Curry, Recorder of Minutes
Jonathan Hoover (Past President), Historian
Helen Burnett, Trustee
Kurt LaFrance, Trustee

Published quarterly by the
Grand River Environmental Action Team
GREAT
P.O. Box 223
Jackson, MI 49204
grand@great-mi.org
http://www.great.mi.org
517.416.4234

Special Assignments:
Louise Hefka, Publicity
Todd Zeller, River Consultant
Bill Kantor, Financial Statements
Jeff Grund, Tax Statements

Editor: Jonathan Hoover
(jonh141969@comcast.net)
GREAT is a tax deductible 501c3 non-profit
organization.
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