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Save the date for our annual Grand River Clean 
Up, Saturday, September 12, 2015. We will meet at 
the CMS Energy Band Shell in down-town Jackson 
at 9:00 in the morning. Lunch will also be provided 
at the Band Shell thanks to the generous dona-
tions of many of our local restaurants. In case of 

Annual Grand River Clean Up

questionable weather, check for cancellation at www.
great-mi.org or call (517) 416-4234. Please direct any 
questions on this year’s Grand River Clean Up to Jack 
L. Ripstra at (515)740-5680 or jlripstra@aol.com. 

Junior ROTC members assist in the Annual Grand River Clean Up

See page 5 for more photos



The two previous months, GREAT’s trips strug-
gled with exceptionally low water, resulting in the 
April trip finally being cancelled. However, June 
proved much different as local rivers hit flood stage. 
Therefore, we were lucky for a window between heavy 
rainfalls for GREAT to have its June public paddle trip 
take place on the River Raisin as originally scheduled. 
The river was safe, but still on the high side which 
gave paddlers more room to maneuver. However, 
while the increased swiftness of the current was excit-
ing for all, it was also somewhat challenging for many. 
Rumor had it, there was a GREAT event record nine 
boats capsized and 14 who qualified for our “Swim-
mer’s Award” certificate.

The trip offered good variety to the 62 partici-

River Raisin Paddle Exciting to All
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pants. Beginning at Tate Park in Clinton, the route started 
with swift current and a few rapids through wooded ter-
rain. Eventually, paddlers came to Red Mill Pond, which 
ended with a portage at the impressive dam under the Ev-
ans Street Bridge. After paddling a short distance again 
in swift current, the river entered Standish Pond which 
later merged into the Community Center Pond. Paddlers 
viewed many impressive waterfront residences as the city 
of Tecumseh was approached.

A record number, remained to socialize at the Tecum-
seh Community Center’s J. Trees Winery, enjoying their 
beverages and food. Prior to the trip, Mark Johnson of the 
Tecumseh Paddling Company (livery at the community 
center) assisted us in doing chain saw work to fine tune 
the river’s navigation.

Shooting the rapids

Photos by: Jim Seitz
Karen Mitchell attempts to sail her kayakPortaging under the Evens Street Bridge
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Red Squirrels: Feisty Michigan Rodents
by Ellen Rathbone 

Who hasn’t gone for a walk and 
been sputtered at by a small rodent 
up in a tree? This russet-colored ani-
mal, the red squirrel, is probably one 
of the most commonly seen (and 
heard) mammals within Michigan. In 
fact, even as I write this, a red squir-
rel is fussing outside the window. Is 
another squirrel encroaching on its 
perceived turf? Is it trying to scare 
the birds away from the motherload 
of sunflower seeds we placed in the 
feeders? Who knows? I sometimes 
think these squirrels cuss at the world 
simply because they can.

Here in the Michigan we have 
several members of the squirrel clan. 
Starting with the smallest and work-
ing our way upwards, we have the 
eastern chipmunk (small, striped, 
sleeps away the winter), the thirteen-
lined ground squirrel (several alter-
nating rows of stripes and spots on 
its back; lives in fields), the red squir-
rel (small, reddish year-round raider 
of birdfeeders), the flying squirrel 
(northern and southern species, both 
of which are nocturnal), the grey 
(and sometimes black) squirrel (larg-
er, more often found in villages and 
urban areas, as well as forests domi-
nated by hardwoods), the fox squir-
rel (enormous squirrel, with brilliant 
orangish fur on belly and sides), and 
(drum roll please) the woodchuck 
(bet you didn’t know that this was a 
squirrel). But today I’m focusing on 
the red squirrel, Tamiasciurus hud-
sonicus, that feisty, surly, aggressive, 
and yet adorable rodent that calls the 
north woods home.

The red squirrel is a small reddish 
rodent. Its color changes subtly with 
the seasons. In the winter, the fur’s 
bright reddish color lets us know that 

this squirrel is well-named. The belly 
is a grayish-white that blends into 
the red fur along the sides. Some-
times one can discern a pale black 
line separating the white and red, 
but not always. In the summer, the 
pelt is a softer red, sometimes tend-
ing towards an olive-grey color, with 
a bold black line along each side and 
a creamy-white belly. I always get a 
chuckle seeing the squirrels on the 
feeders in late spring when their win-
ter coats are molting out – a more 
ragged creature you might never see 
(unless you visit a zoo in the spring 
and see the mountain goats and bi-
son shedding). Regardless of the sea-
son, though, the red squirrel always 
sports a white ring around each eye.

Although red squirrels are pri-
marily associated with conifer forests, 
they are not limited to them. Mixed 
forests of conifers and hardwoods, 
and even solid stands of northern 
hardwoods also provide shelter to 
these rodents. Why are conifer for-
ests, therefore, preferred? Possibly 
because this squirrel’s favored food is 
conifer seeds. Toward the end of sum-
mer and into fall, when the cones are 
still green, but plump with seeds, the 
squirrels scamper among the branch-
es nipping a dozen or more cones 
from the trees. The fallen cones are 
then gathered and squirreled away 
in any one of the myriad caches the 

squirrel may have buried on its terri-
tory. Then, as winter’s grasp tightens 
on the forest, the squirrel has a good 
supply of food drying away in its lar-
ders, safe (mostly) from the maws of 
other seed-eaters.

Throughout the year other foods 
fill out the squirrel’s diet. In the 
spring tree sap and birds eggs (and 
later on the young birds themselves) 
add some variety to the remains of 
last fall’s harvest. Come summer, in-
sects, mushrooms, and soft fruits are 
consumed. Seeds and the inner bark 
of trees and shrubs also make their 
way down the squirrel’s gullet. Even a 
small mammal or two may be added 
to the mix.

Should you not actually encoun-
ter a squirrel in your travels, you 
might still see signs of their presence. 
Look for midden piles, stumps or 
rocks that are scattered with, or even 
buried in, the shucked-off scales of 
pine, spruce or fir cones. These are the 
squirrels’ preferred feeding spots. I’ve 
seen midden piles that squirrels have 
used for years, where the depth of 
rotting scales and cone-cobs reaches 
two or more feet high. I’ve even heard 
of piles close to four feet in height. 
Another clue is pieces of mushrooms 
tucked away on tree branches. Ap-
parently the squirrels like to dry their 
mushrooms; maybe they store better 
this way.

A third sign of red squirrel activ-
ity, often most evident in late winter, 
is nipped conifer twigs littering the 
ground. In all the courses I’ve taken 
about wildlife, including conversa-
tions with other biologists, no one 
knew the reason for this behavior. 
Two years ago, however, I was taking 
a tracking course and heard a very 

Continued on page 4
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plausible explanation. Red squirrels are primarily arbo-
real, and they are creatures of habit. Like people, who 
like to trod on well-maintained trails, squirrels like to 
keep their paths through the trees clear of any obstruc-
tions, otherwise their travel might be hampered when 
trying to outrun a marten in hot pursuit. So, when the 
confers’ new growth starts to crowd the squirrel runs, 
the squirrel goes through and cuts the offending twigs 
off. These fall and litter the ground below the tree. Voila 
– mystery solved.

For the most part, red squirrels are cavity nesters, 
building their bark-lined nests in hollow trees, aban-
doned woodpecker holes, and in nest boxes (I’ve re-
moved many a squirrel nest from the boxes along my 
bluebird trail). Sometimes, however, they will build their 
nests underground, or even exposed on a branch near 
the trunk of the tree.

While it is common up here for red squirrels to have 
one litter in the spring, it is possible for them to have 
two, the second occurring toward the end of summer. 
The young squirrels grow rapidly, and by the time they 
are three to three-and-a-half months old, they are inde-
pendent, setting up their own territories and bullying 
the neighborhood.

Red Squirrel continued from page 3
For readers who are of a literary frame of mind, the 

red squirrel was known among the Ojibway as Adji-
damoo, which Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote as 
Adjidau’mo in his epic poem “Hiawatha.” The Abanaki 
called the red squirrel Mikwa. Another old name for 
them is chickaree, probably after the sound they make 
when upset over some imagined (or real) infraction. 
And, my personal favorite, the word squirrel comes to 
us from the Greek language. In the original Greek, we 
have the words “skia,” which is shadow, and “ouros,” 
which is tail. Put together, they form “skiouros,” the 
shadow-tailed one (isn’t that just the most perfect name 
for a squirrel). Enter the Latin names used in modern 
taxonomy, and we have Sciurus, the genus for many of 
our squirrels, who are all in the family Sciuridae.

The next time you see a red squirrel, whether act-
ing cute on your back porch, trying to con you out of 
birdseed or peanuts, or screaming at you from a branch 
overhead when you walk through the woods, you can 
smile knowingly because this small mammals secrets 
are no longer secret.

(This article originally appeared 8/25/2010 in the on-
line news blog Adirondack Almanack.  It has been edited 
for appropriate content for Michigan.)

Former GREAT board member, Dorothy 
(“Dottie”) Grund passed away May 24th. 
A recent resident of Manhattan Beach, 

CA, she spent most of her life in Jackson. 
Dottie served as a GREAT board member 

In Memory 
of

Dorothy (“Dottie”) Grund

from 1993-1999. She had taught 
for many years in the Jackson Pub-

lic School system. GREAT mem-
ber, son Jeff, a former longtime 
GREAT board member, now of 

Berkeley, CA said his involve-
ment in GREAT began with his 

mother’s initial activity.

Lately, GREAT has experienced an increase of 
those who reserve canoes and kayaks for our 
public paddle events, but then do not appear 
on the date to use the boats set aside for them. 
When making boat reservations, we request to 
all, if they are not coming to let us know anytime 
right up to the hour of the event. This is because 
we have often have a waiting list of people to use 
our limited supply of canoes and kayaks, who 
we will contact accordingly. 
Please be responsible. 
Thanks!

“No Shows” continue 
to be a Problem
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2014 Annual Grand River Clean up

Junior ROTC members are a big part of the success of our clean up.

Just some of the trash taken out of the Grand River during the clean up.



GREAT’s July paddle took place on Sunday July 19th. 
The starting point was the boat launch on Vandercook 
Lake. From there 64 participants, including 8 kids, pad-
dled across Vandercook Lake, into Brown and Williams 
Lakes before entering the river. While the weather fore-
cast the day before was threatening, the day turned out 
beautiful, warm, and sunny.

Water levels were higher than anticipated, making for 
a quicker trip due to the increased water flow. This also 
meant the few scraped on the small metal “dam” in this 
section of river. Another small dam on the river creates 
some swift water that can add an element of fun, but that 
is quickly replaced by the need duck under a low clear-
ance pipe crossing thereafter.

A great growing season appears to have assisted the 
lily pads as a small section of the river required paddling 
through lily pads so thick it nearly obscured the view of 
the water beneath. Some of the other sights along this trip 
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varied from a full lake community to near pristine wild-
life back to a variety of homes small and large before end-
ing on the south end of Ella Sharp Park. This section also 
contains one of the nicest stone bridges crossing the river 
as well as some metal sculptures within sight of the river.

This section did require tree clearing to provide bet-
ter paddling conditions – our river clearing team spent 
about seven hours preparing this section of river includ-
ing cutting of one of the largest trees removed in recent 
memories.

After the trip, several participants dined at the Bone 
Island Grill, which provides a card which guests can use 
and the restaurant will make a corresponding financial 
donation to a designated charity. GREAT is one partici-
pant in this program so inquire the next time you visit.

This trip, like many, benefit from the assistance of our 
members, who, in addition to GREATs board members, 
help make these trips possible. THANKS!

Kierra Brown goes through a rapids

Photos by: Kenny Price

July’s paddle took us through three lakes
Stone Village bridge Lillies were challenging after Glenshire Road



Jon Hoyle has agreed to become our newest Board 
Member.  

Like several of our board members, Jon has a 
varied Michigan background. He was born in Jack-
son and raised in the Pleasant Lake area. Jon went to 
High School in Jackson and then heard the call from 
his Uncle Sam and joined the U.S. Navy. After his naval 
career was over Jon returned home to Jackson area and 
worked at Goodyear Tire and Rubber for 14 years.  He 
left Goodyear and finished his working career at G.M. 
in Lansing.  

In 1969, Jon fell in love with a beautiful lady 
named Jan and they were married for 37 years until her 
untimely passing. 

Like a lot of kayakers, Jon did not start his kayak-
ing career at an early age.  For a Father’s Day present 
his daughter rented him a kayak to ride.  It was a union 
made in Heaven; Jon fell in love with kayaks and with 
kayaking. He has been kayaking with G.R.E.A.T. for the 
past 6 years with his good friend Karen. Jon also pad-
dles the Middle Grand with the Eaton Rapids group.

On the next paddle that you see Jon, welcome him 
and congratulate him on being a new board member.

New G.R.E.A.T.  Board Director Jon Hoyle
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Jon Hoyle

The May trip was supposed to be the second 
G.R.E.A.T. trip of the year but the weather had different 
ideas. The April trip was canceled due to low water in the 
river. The water level in May was a little bit better but not 
much. The saying in Show Business is that the show must 
go on, so it was true with G.R.E.A.T. and the May paddle 
went ahead with 74 paddlers and was a great success. A 
total of 5 people spent over 80 hours cutting trees and logs 
out of the river, along with trimming bushes along the 
banks.  For a four mile trip that was a lot of man hours. 
The May trip started at the Liberty Dam and passed 
under Culver and Gates roads on the way to the take out 
at Jefferson and 127. This was a joint Dahlem trip. 

The  fantastic lunch was provided this year by 

May paddle joint Dahlem trip
G.R.E.A.T.  The food was prepared by Tracie Lynd and 
other volunteers.  They deserve a great big Thank You 
from everyone.  

Several G.R.E.A.T. Board members were stationed at 
the several bridges along the first trip leg to help people 
portage around the bridges.  

The route was a little difficult to several paddlers due 
to water levels and the twists and turns of the narrow 
river.  Several people by accident or on purpose took a 
premature swim in the river and received  the G.R.E.A.T.  
swimmer award. Most of the paddlers enjoyed their day 
on the Grand River. 

After the trips refreshment were enjoyed at “In Good 
Company”.
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GREAT Board
Don Lynd, President
Kenny Price, Vice President
Jim Seitz, Secretary
Jack Ripstra, Treasurer
Don Nelson, Rivermaster
Pam Brown, Director
Kurt LaFrance, Director
Mary Lenardson, Director
John Minar, Director
Ellen Rathbone, Director
Jon Hoyle, Director
Special Assignments:
 Louise Hefka, Publicity
 Jeff Grund, Tax Statements
 Barb Anderson, Historian

Welcome New 
Members!
Monica Day
Teresa  Hunt
Susan Langel

Sherrie Laskowski

Board Meetings
The GREAT board meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month, with the 
exception of December, at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Summit Township Hall, 2121 Ferguson 
Road (across from Knights Restaurant, 
near the Intersection of South Jackson and 
Horton Roads).

Meetings are open and visitors are 
welcome. To be on the agenda, please 
contact us prior to the meeting.
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
If you have a chainsaw and a desire to help clear a path on 
the river so our paddlers can get through, we sure could 
use the help. The work falls on the same few and it would 
be nice to have more help. Email grand@great-mi.org to 

volunteer or call 517-416-4234. Thank you!


