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Please join the Grand River
Environmental Action Team at
our annual Grand River Clean
Up on Saturday, September 7th!
This event can only be successful with volunteers like you!
We will be meeting at the
CMS Energy Band Shell along
the banks of the Grand River at
9:00 a.m. You can park or drop
off volunteers at the parking
ramp located at 300 South Cooper Street, in downtown Jackson.
The cleanup will be accomplished by walking the banks,
wading shallow areas with a
canoe for holding trash, or paddling a canoe to the trash caught

UPCOMING
EVENTS:

Page 5
• NRCS - Protecting our
Land & Water

in log jams in deeper sections of
the river.
Dress should be old pants,
shirts and tennis shoes that can
be worn in the river along with
a hat, sun screen and mosquito
repellent. Gloves, tools, and
PFD’s will be provided.
Lunch will be provided
around 1:00 p.m. at the Band
Shell thanks to the generous
donations of many of our local
restaurants.
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
We need many volunteers
to accomplish this Grand River
Cleanup, including help with
these specialized jobs:

GREAT’S LAST PADDLE FOR 2019

• Be a Team Leader to help
guide 3 to 7 workers assigned
to a section of the river. Many
of the workers are the Junior
ROTC student cadets, who are
hard working, polite and respectful.
• Pull a trailer to distribute
and pick up canoes, with all of
the lifting by ROTC Cadets.
• Registration of volunteers.
• Distribute cleanup equipment to the workers.
Please contact Jack L. Ripstra by email at jlripstra@aol.
com or by phone at (517) 7405680 if you can help with one
of these jobs.

Make plans to join us on October 6, 2019
at 11:00 a.m. for a beautiful fall trip on 4.5 miles of the Grand River.
We will be meeting at the DNR Boat Launch on Maple Grove Road, one
half mile east of Lansing Avenue.
Go to www.great-mi.org and click on “Calendar” for more info.

Sunday, August 18th from Noon to 4:00PM

2019 Annual Paddling Clinic

By Kenny Price
August has arrived and that means
the 2019 G.R.E.A.T. Annual Paddling
Clinic is almost here! Last year’s 2018
Clinic was our biggest ever (it was also
our first ever), and we are hoping 2019’s
will be even bigger. The G.R.E.A.T.
Board came up with the idea for the
Clinic because they believed something
was missing in the events we offer –
Earth Day allows first time newbies to
ride a canoe and kayak; we take people on paddle trips around Jackson 5
Learn techniques to drain water
times a year; but we were not teaching
from your boat
safety, first aid, emergency aid, boat Ensure your PDF fits properly
and equipment information, about invasive plants, about rules of the water,
other paddling opportunities, and other things – so the idea of the Paddling
Clinic came to fruition.
This year we are having the United States Coast Guard Aux., the Jackson County Conservation District, the
Jackson American Red Cross, Krupa’s
Boat Mart, Jackson County Parks Association, Henry Ford Allegiance Health
Trauma, The Upper Grand River Wa- Practice getting back into your boat after a spill
tershed Alliance, Quiet World Sports
LLC, Michigan DEQ/ EGLE, and
Michigan DNR.
At the Clinic you will learn rules of
the road on the water, how to safely get
back in you boat if you fall out, how to
take your dog/cat/pig or other pet with
you paddling, how to deal with a physical emergency on the water, where else
you can paddle, how to keep your boat
free of invasive plants, the right boat
to buy, the right paddle, life jacket (for
Photos by Kenny Price
you and your pet) to purchase, how to
Learn how to prevent invasive species and much, much more!
join the 2020 Grand River Expedition
and more.
The event is open to the public. whether you’ve participated in GREAT this is definitely an event you won’t
Bring your own canoe or kayak, or use events in the past or this is your first want to miss! We look forward to seeone of ours. Everyone is welcome! – time joining us. If you kayak or canoe, ing you there!
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June 2019
GREAT Paddle from Hillsdale to Jonesville
By John Minar
June 16, 2019 was a beautiful
day to paddle from Hillsdale to
Jonesville on the St. Joseph River.
The weather cooperated as did the
water level, making a safe voyage.
A turnout of about 15 paddlers attended this rescheduled event from
the prior week.
Nice flowing, rapids have replaced the derelict dam near Jonesville. Everyone made it through
safe and sound.
The river widens into a prairie
like fen before approaching Moore
Road bridge, locally known as Red
Bridge. The small rapids under the
bridge was pleasant and no challenge.
North of Moore Road bridge,
the river widens considerably. We
met another group of paddlers, as
we often do, enjoying the day and
sharing stories of kayaking adventurers. Our GREAT group enjoyed
good food with new friends at the
Saucy Dog in Jonesville.

Photos by John Minar
A view of the river north of Moore Rd
Bridge

View of St Joe River and former
dam site near Jonesville

Stopping to ‘shoot’ the flowers

Flowing rapids replace the former dam site

July 2019
GREAT Paddle from VCL to Ella Sharp Park
By Dan Kaiser and Cathy Jehnzen
The unpredictable Michigan weather cooperated and we
were able to hold GREAT’s third paddle of 2019 as scheduled
on July 21st. It was a warm, overcast morning that remained
partly cloudy for the paddle, helping keep the paddle a comfortable temperature. We had 22 paddlers join us at the Vandercook Lake boat launch, six of whom were new paddlers with
GREAT, including a family of four with two young children,
and two separate women looking to meet new people to have
some fun with. We were happy to have some newer and some
long-time members also out to enjoy the day with us.
A unique event happened just before paddle leader Dan
Kaiser kicked off the paddle. A local church group approached
us to let us know that they would be performing some baptisms
in the lake just off the side of the boat launch area. We’re
guessing that might be a first at any of GREAT’s paddles. Dan
began the pre-paddle remarks by reminding all paddlers they

Photos by Dan Kaiser
Board member John Minar looking for good photo shots
while ensuring the all paddlers safely complete the trip.

are required to keep their life jacket on and zipped at all times,
he gave some details of the 4.6 mile trip, and encouraged
Continued on page 6
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CHAINSAW SAFETY TIPS

Helping you clear the river safely

By Cathy Jehnzen
Before every paddle event, GREAT volunteers must clear
fallen trees and logs from the stretch of river we’ll be paddling.
It’s often a lot of labor intensive chain saw work. With this in
mind, Cathy Jehnzen, our new intrepid GREAT Board Member,
attended a chain saw safety class, sponsored by the River Raisin
Watershed Council, to learn a few things about chain saw safety.
We’d like to share the highlights of this safety course with you.
If you would like to help with river clearing, let us know!
The River Raisin Watershed Council partnered with the
Lenawee County Drain Commission and offered a free chainsaw training class on May 20, 2019 thanks to a grant received
from MIOSHA. The class was developed by Bay College in
Escanaba and was presented by Dustin Brighton, a Certified
Arborist with twenty years of professional tree risk assessing,
firefighting, and EMT work. He is also a tree Rigging Tech,
an instructor for Arboriculture Canada, a State of Michigan fire
instructor, and a CPR First Aid instructor. With this in mind, the
key principle stressed for anyone working with a chainsaw is
that chainsaws are extremely dangerous, proper operator training is required, and you should follow three points of preparedness – safe saw, safe operator and safe site (SOS).
Along with attending safety training courses, there is extensive information available on-line with information and
demonstration videos on how to maintain your chainsaw in
proper working condition for safe operation and how to safely
use a chainsaw. There are many safety features built into modern chain saws. However, these safety features do not replace
proper training and safe operating practices. It is highly recommended that everyone attend a chainsaw safety class before
using a chainsaw.
Chainsaw
safety features
– and what they
mean
•
Wrap
thumbs and fingers completely
around the handles and hold your left-hand thumb under the front handle to
reduce the force of a kickback, and right hand on the rear handle. It is extremely important to recognize that chainsaws are
designed to only be used right-handed.
• The kickback guard and chain brake ensure the chain
stops if the saw isn’t handled correctly or in case of a kickback.
• The throttle lock is designed so that the saw only functions
when you keep pressing a certain button.
• The chain catcher stops the chain from flying off in case of

chain break or derail.
• The right-hand guard protects your right hand in case of
chain break or derail.
• The easily accessible stop control (chain brake) allows
you to stop the chain instantly.
An important safety element of chainsaw operation is to use
one of two proper starting methods. The pictures below show
safe starting positions

It is unsafe to drop start a chainsaw in the air; letting the
chainsaw drop towards the ground in your left arm while pulling the starter handle with your right hand.
It is also critical to understand the reactive forces on a
chainsaw. Lack of proper training can lead to severe, sometime
fatal, injuries. The most common chainsaw injuries are due to:
• Pull-in (cutting with bottom of the blade): A chainsaw
pull-in injury occurs when the chain suddenly stops. This happens when the saw is pinched in a tight location, or an object is
in the way. The chain jerks forward, and the user loses control.
• Pushback (cutting with the top of the blade): If the saw
gets caught on an object, the saw could also jerk in the other
direction, pushing back against the user.
• Kickback: Perhaps the most common cause of a severe
chainsaw injury is a
kickback. In a kickback injury, the end
portion of the guide
bar strikes an object
within the “kickback
zone,” the tip of the
Continued on page 5
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CHAINSAW continued from page 4

blade is thrown upwards and back towards the person using
the chainsaw.
When you move from place to place with the saw running,
even if it’s only to the next branch, always remove your right
hand from the back handle, engage the chain brake, and carry
the saw at your side with your left hand holding the front handle. Then if you trip or stumble, there’s no way the saw’s engine
can accelerate and start the chain spinning. The safest way to
transport the saw, especially on rough or uneven terrain, is to
shut off the saw or engage its chain brake with the blade facing
backwards.
Although the extent of safety preparedness may depend on
the complexity and scale of the chainsaw, most of the same safe
operator concepts are relevant:
• Always have a standard first aid kit and a blood stopper kit
readily available at the site. Severe uncontrolled bleeding can
kill within minutes. The kit should include Hemostatic agents
(blood clotting powder, gauze, spray, etc.), sterile gauze, a tactical tourniquet, and chest seals.
• Everyone operating a chainsaw should be wearing the correct Personal Protective Equipment:
• Helmet (many helmets incorporate both hearing and eye
protection).
• Hearing protection that will reduce sound over 85 decibels
from flowing into the ears.

• Eye protection with safety lenses and peripheral protection.
• Chainsaw leg chaps or pants with special protective layers
extending from the top of the thighs over the top of the work
boot, and that preferably wrap around entire calves.
• Anti-slip leather work boots that may also include cut resistant material and steel toes.
• Leather gloves or gloves with cut resistant material.
• Communication with everyone near the site is essential,
and it is critical to assign a S.P.O.C. – Single Point of Contact,
the person that will be responsible to call 911 and meet emergency response vehicles in the case of an accident.
Always remember to operate a chainsaw within your skill
level. Accidents can happen when chainsaw operators perform
tasks that are beyond their capabilities or training level. Higher
risk operations may include trees on unstable ground or steep
slopes, trees with a heavy lean, trees with stem or root rot, trees
known to split, operating a chainsaw above shoulder height or
above ground level, such as from a ladder or tree, operating a
chainsaw in a body of water, especially a river with a strong
current.
This brings us to the topic of ensuring your work area is
safe. Before starting operation of a chainsaw, always assess the
site you are preparing to work and plan the work to be completed
Continued on page 6

USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation
Service, Protecting our Land and Water
By Jeff Lolkus
Jackson County is fortunate to have a multitude of agencies, organizations, and partnerships to protect our waterbodies. One such agency, the USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) has been around since the Dust Bowl
era of the 1930’s. Formerly known as the Soil Conservation
Service, the agency’s primary mission historically was to control erosion and minimize forms of soil degradation. Over
time, the agency’s role has continued to expand, and now includes many other programs and practices to protect our land
and water.
The NRCS is unique as a federal agency in that they
work exclusively on privately held land. This partnership allows conservation to occur in places that otherwise may not
be optimally managed. And because most of the land in Jackson County is privately owned, this cooperative effort is of
substantial benefit to our residents. In addition, NRCS works
across all land uses, ranging from field and farmstead to wetland and forest.
As many of us understand all too well, the relationship between land use and water quality is strongly correlated. Every-

thing we do on uplands impacts nearby waters and everywhere
downstream. This connection has always been a guiding principle for the NRCS and helps identify priority areas for natural
resource conservation.
Some focal areas of the NRCS include protecting and restoring wetlands, reducing erosion, buffering surface waters,
improving nutrient use efficiency on agricultural land, and
establishing perennial cover. These are just a few of the activities utilized to maintain a productive, healthy landscape
capable of supporting the economic and environmental services we depend on. Collectively, these conservation measures have had a significant impact on the resilience and vitality of our community.
From the Dust Bowl through present-day, the NRCS has
continually strived to provide the technical and financial resources needed to carry out their mission of “helping people
help the land.” Hopefully, by investing in our natural world
today, it will be here for the use and enjoyment of all for
generations to come.
Find out more about NRCS and the programs they offer
at https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/mi/home/
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CHAINSAW continued from page 5
keeping these points in mind. Assessing a site may require more expertise than a casual chainsaw user may
possess. Understanding how trees and
branches may fall, identifying potential
hazards, and understanding how objects
will react when under tension and when

the tension is released may require more
knowledge than many of us possess.
Again, always remember to operate a
chainsaw within your skill level.
The training course actually offered
a second day of hands-on training that
I was unable to attend. Attending this

hands-on training should be viewed as
mandatory for anyone that is sure they
will be using a chainsaw in the field.
Subsequent to this training, it is advisable to have an experienced chainsaw
user present the first few times a new
user is out in the field with a chainsaw.

JULY PADDLE continued from page 3
eryone to have fun. The paddle proceeded west across
Vandercook Lake, under the Browns Lake Rd bridge into
Browns Lake, southwest across Browns Lake and through a
channel into the smaller and quiet Williams Lake. The short
paddle northwest through Williams Lake took us into the
Grand River.
The winding paddle down the Grand River included going
through some wooded and wetland areas, and along fields and
the backyards of some nice homes. One particularly tricky
area was through a very long, thick lily pad patch. Dan, Jack
Ripstra, and John Minar paddled out the day before to tie pink
flags to mark the correct path that they created through this
area of the river. Even so, a couple of us were so busy chatting
about invasive species and getting to know one another that
we missed the first flag and followed the wrong path through
the lily pads. When we needed to start making our own path
through some seriously thick lily pads, we realized we must
have taken the wrong path and turned around. We were very
relieved to find our paddle sweep, John Minar, waiting right at
the place where the paths diverged at the marker we missed.

Eleven of our paddlers celebrating the completion of another successful paddle. We enjoyed well-deserved refreshments and a late lunch at Klavon’s in Vandercook
and the chance to get to know each other a little better.

south side of Ella Sharp Park. Although the paddle is listed
as a 2 ½ - 4 hour paddle, our lead paddler, Kurt LaFrance,
finished in under 2 hours, and all paddlers we on shore within 2 ½ hours. The advantage of being the lead paddler was
that Kurt enjoyed seeing a great blue heron, Sandhill cranes,
and several ducks along with something furry that he thinks

The first half of the paddle group on the west end of Vandercook Lake, approaching Browns Lake Rd bridge.

The remainder of the paddle included paddling past a very
large, vacant home that had a small falls and rapids below it,
wooded areas, and past other very nice homes near the Stone
Village. This area included paddling underneath an old stone
bridge, seeing an old water paddle wheel, the need to step out
on a small cement and metal dam and push our kayak just over
the top, which then opened up the widest part of the river on
this paddle. The paddle concluded shortly after this area at the

may have been a muskrat on the river. Once all the equipment
was loaded back in trucks and on the trailer, half of the paddle
group was able to take some time to enjoy a late lunch and fun
camaraderie at Klavon’s in Vandercook.
A big thanks to the crew that took the time to do a GREAT job
clearing a path through downed trees and brush on this section
of the river, along with all the board members organizing and
assisting paddlers, and to everyone that came out to experience
this paddle.
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Many thanks to our
GREAT 2019 SPONSORS!

OVERALL SPONSORS

• Jim & Pam Rossman
• Kurt and Lisa Rudolph
• Jim and Jan Seitz
• Dale & Susan Sylvester
• The Exponent
• Trudell’s Auto Service
• Benjamin Ward

• Myrna Berlet
• Budget Dumpster
• Betty Desbiens
• City of Jackson Parks
• Consumers Energy Foundation
• Emmons Service Inc.
• Byron & Amy Ennis
• Charles J. Falahee, Jr
• Jim & Joyce Grace
• Great Lakes Paddlers
• Jeff Grund
• Dr. John Hand
• Steve Hoekman
• Jon & Susan Hoover
• ITC
• James Justin
• Krupa’s Boat Mart
• Kurt & Leah LaFrance
• Dan & Molly Kaser
• Don and Tracy Lynd
• Michigan Automotive Compressor, Inc.
• John & Emily Minar
• Kurt & Leah LaFrance
• Charlene & Sherman MacCready
• MBTM LTD (Jack Lapinski)
• Steve Rick (Abbott, Thompson,
Mauldin, & …)
• Jack L. Ripstra

CLEAN-UP SPONSORS

• Buffalo Wild Wings
• Camp Storer (YMCA)
• Emmons Service Inc.
• Fazolis
• Granger Waste Services
• Golden Knights Cadets (Jr ROTC)
• Hinkley Bakery
• Jackson Area Transportation Authority
• Jackson Coney Island
• Jackson Coffee Company
• Jackson County Conservation District
• Lester Brothers
• Libra Industries
• Little Caesars Pizza of Jackson
• Marino’s Pizza
• McDonald’s
• Modern Waste Systems Inc.
• Papa John Pizza
• Upper Grand River Watershed Alliance
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

If you have a chainsaw, or can use a chainsaw, and a
desire to help clear a path on the river so our paddlers can
get through, we sure could use the help. The work falls
on the same few and it would be nice to have more help.
Email grand@great-mi.org to volunteer
or call 517-416-4234. Thank you!

Board Meetings

GREAT’s Mission

The mission of Grand River Environmental
Action Team is to promote the
protection and preservation of the
Grand River Watershed through activities
and educational programs

The GREAT board meets on the second
Wednesday of each month, with the
exception of December, at 7:00 p.m.
alternating between the Summit Township
Hall (even months), and Blackman
Township Hall (odd months).

Visit www.cafepress.com/greatmi
to order a GREAT t-shirt and coffee mug

Meetings are open and visitors are
welcome. To be on the agenda, please
contact us prior to the meeting.

GREAT Board
Kenny Price, President
Kurt LaFrance, Vice President
Deb Snell, Secretary
Jack Ripstra, Treasurer
Don Nelson, Rivermaster
John Minar, Director
Kay Brown, Director
Dan Kaser, Director
Jon Hoyle, Director
Benji Ward, Director
Kurt Rudolph, Director
Cathy Jehnzen, Director
Jeff Lolkus, Director

GREAT Newsletter
Published quarterly by the
Grand River Environmental Action Team
a 501(C)(3) non-profit organization
GREAT
P.O. Box 223
Jackson, MI 49204
Email: grand@great-mi.org
Website: www.great-mi.org
Phone: 517-416-4234
Find us on Facebook: GREAT Grand River
Environmental Action Team
If you wish to join or renew your membership
visit: www.great-mi.org/Membership2.htm

Special Assignments:
Jim Seitz, Webmaster
Kurt Rudolph, Publicity
Jeff Grund, Tax Statements
Pam Brown, Historian

We accept these
major credit cards at
all of our functions.
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